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Creation today: “SHARKS” podcast with THE Cliftons 
 

Our interview with Eric Hovind of Creation Today was aired live on July 22 during Shark Week.  It 
was 30 minutes in length and focused mainly on sharks.  You can see it on demand on YouTube at 
this link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDtyAXHPQ0A.   
 
Below is the link for the entire interview that is a little over an hour.  The first 30 minutes is the same 
as the link above.  The rest of the interview will be released as shorts and includes information on 
lots of other sea creatures that we hope you find interesting:   
 
https://player.vimeo.com/progressive_redirect/playback/1212015073/rendition/1080p/file.mp4%20
%281080p%29.mp4?loc=external&log_user=0&signature=3acccd128ae2f2c267f3c0fa6e3d787a6d
f7504f7962481d612e5cfae18459dc 

 
Sharks – Evolution’s Nightmare:  Creation Today Show #485 

 

Beneath the surface of the ocean is a world 
that doesn’t look random. It’s filled with 
precision, coordination, and systems that 
work together in ways that are hard to ignore.  
 

Join Creation Today as Eric Hovind sits down 
with Bill and Merilee Clifton to explore sharks 
and sea creatures and what they reveal about 
design. From how they move to how they 
survive in one of the most demanding 
environments on earth, everything points to 
function working together, not forming by 
accident.  
 

This isn’t just about fascinating animals. It’s about a bigger question. Do these systems really come 
together through time and chance, or do they point to something intentional behind them? If you’ve 
never taken a closer look at life in the ocean, this conversation might change how you see it. 
 
For other interesting podcasts about creation, evolution, the Bible, etc. go to www.creationtoday.org.  
 
 

http://www.sciencepartners.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDtyAXHPQ0A
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2027 ““Open” Creation Adventures 
 

Join Science Partners on Creation Adventures scheduled for The First Academy 
Hybrid+Home School, Orlando.  These field trips are “OPEN” to family and friends 
outside TFAHHS.  The “Deadline for Minimum Number” date is when we need to 
meet our minimum number.  Later registrations may be accepted, space permitting.   
 
Questions?  Contact Merilee Clifton at 407-808-4458 or sciencepartners@cfl.rr.com.  

 

FIELD TRIP SUMMARIES: 

Friday, January 22, 2027 - ST. AUGUSTINE – FLORIDA HISTORY TOUR: 
Deadline for Minimum Number is December 25, 2026. 
For more information, go to:  https://www.sciencepartners.net/st-augustine---florida-history-tour.html. 

• Fountain of Youth Programs:  Spring House, Discovery Globe, Navigators Planetarium, canon 
firing, Timucuan Village and more (based on availability). 

• Colonial Kids Program: Learn about kids in Spanish Colonial times with hands-on activities like 
loom weaving, making a whirligig, shoe sewing, making a shell necklace;  

• Red Train Tour: Narrated tour of dozens of sites in the historic downtown district;  

• Historic St. George Street:  Explore historic sites and shop;  

• Optional Visit to Castillo de San Marcos (the “Fort”):  Explore 300 years of Florida history in this 
unique national monument.  Free passes available for families of 4th graders.  (See information / 
registration form.)  Kids 15 and under free at fort. 

Friday, February 12, 2027 - FOR THE BIRDS: 
At Orlando Wetlands, Christmas, FL 
Deadline for Minimum Number is January 15, 2027. 
For more information, go to:  https://www.sciencepartners.net/for-the-birds.html. 

• Introduction to Birding Class:  Learn about birds from a biblical, creationist perspective.  Learn 
how to use binoculars, how to use a bird field guide, and how to identify birds; 

• Nature Walk:  Take a nature walk observing birds and other animals like deer, raccoons, otters, and 
alligators; 

• Earn Florida Fish & Wildlife “Jr. Birding Certificate”:  When you identify 15 Florida birds; 

• Birding Craft:  Families “Create a Bird.” 

Friday, March 19, 2027 - MANATEE SNORKEL ENCOUNTER: 
Deadline for Minimum Number is February 19, 2027. 
For more information, go to:  https://www.sciencepartners.net/manatee-snorkel-encounter.html.  

• Crystal River:  Take a pontoon boat ride in search of manatees.  When we find them, we’ll join them 
in their natural habitat as we swim / snorkel with manatees. 

• Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park:  Tour this showcase for native Florida wildlife.  On our 
“Wildlife Walk,” we’ll observe many examples of native Florida animals, some threatened or 
endangered, in their natural habitats. 

Friday, April 9, 2027 - FLORIDA’S WATER SYSTEMS: 
Deadline for Minimum Number is March 12, 2027. 
For more information, go to:  https://www.sciencepartners.net/floridas-water-systems.html.  

• Canaveral National Seashore:  Orientation and beach activities at this saltwater ecosystem;  

• Indian River Lagoon:  Seining activity to capture marine specimens, study them, and release them 
back into the brackish water environment; 

• St. Johns River:  Airboat ride to observe plant and animal life of freshwater habitat; hold baby 
alligator. 

http://www.sciencepartners.net/
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FLORIDA’S GEOLOGY THROUGH THE LENS OF NOAH’S FLOOD 

 
By Nate Loper of Canyon Ministries, www.canyonministries.org 
 
Florida is not a simple one-event landscape. It is more like a layered story.   
 
Out West, geology is obvious. You stand on the rim of the Grand Canyon and the rocks are right there 
in front of you, stacked in massive layers like a giant open book.  In the West, you see cliffs, canyons, 
faults, folds, desert badlands, volcanic fields, and huge erosional features.  The landscape practically 
begs you to ask, “What happened here?”  Florida is different. 
 
At first glance, Florida does not feel very geological.  It is low, flat, green, wet, sandy, and covered in 
vegetation.  Instead of towering cliffs and exposed rock layers, you get beaches, swamps, springs, 
rivers, sinkholes, shell beds, phosphate mines, and fossil-rich gravel bars.  The geology is not 
shouting at you from a canyon wall. It is hiding under your feet. 
 
But once you start paying attention, Florida is 
actually a fascinating place to think about biblical 
creation, Noah’s Flood, the post-Flood world, and 
the Ice Age.  Florida may be flat, but it is not 
geologically boring.  Much of Florida is built on 
limestone and other marine deposits.  That alone 
is significant.  Limestone is commonly made from 
the remains of sea creatures, shells, carbonate 
muds, reefs, and other materials connected to 
ocean environments.  In other words, the 
foundation of Florida is not mainly a story of dry 
land.  It is a story of water, sea life, burial, 
cementation, and later erosion. 
 
That fits well with the kinds of questions biblical 
creationists should be asking.  If Noah’s Flood was 
a real global event, then we should expect to find 
massive evidence of marine activity across the 
continents.  We should expect water-deposited 
sediments, buried sea creatures, fossil-rich layers, 
and signs of huge changes in sea level and land 
elevation.  Florida gives us a different window into 
that story than the Grand Canyon does, but it is still part of the same larger biblical history. 
 
One of the most interesting things about Florida is its fossils.  The state is famous for shark teeth, 
including megalodon teeth, along with shells, rays, fish, marine mammals, corals, dugong-like 
animals, and other sea creatures. But Florida is also rich in land-animal fossils, including mammoths, 
mastodons, horses, giant ground sloths, saber-toothed cats, bison, and other Ice Age animals.  That 
mix is fascinating. 
 
From a biblical creation perspective, we do not have to cram every fossil into the exact same moment 
of Noah’s Flood.  That is too simplistic.  Some fossils may represent creatures buried during the Flood 
or during the later stages of the Flood.  Others may belong to the post-Flood world, especially the Ice 
Age that followed.  Still others may have been eroded out of older deposits and reworked by rivers, 
waves, storms, or later flooding. 

http://www.sciencepartners.net/
http://www.canyonministries.org/
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That is especially clear in 
places like the Peace River 
area near Arcadia.  People go 
there to sift river gravels for 
shark teeth and other fossils.  
But those fossils are not 
necessarily sitting exactly 
where they were first buried.  
Many have been eroded out of 
older sediments, carried by 
water, mixed together, and 
redeposited in modern river 
gravels.  That makes the Peace 
River a great teaching 
example.  It shows that fossil 
interpretation is not always as 
simple as, “Here is a fossil, 

therefore this exact spot is where the animal died and was buried.”  Sometimes fossils have a longer 
history.  They may have been buried, hardened, eroded out, transported, broken, and buried again.   
 
In a biblical framework, that is not a problem. It is actually what we would expect in a world that has 
experienced catastrophe, retreating floodwaters, changing coastlines, active rivers, and post-Flood 
climate changes.  
 
Florida also has a major Ice Age story.   
 
In the biblical creation model, the Ice Age happened after 
Noah’s Flood.  The Flood would have left behind warmer 
oceans, massive volcanic activity, changed weather 
patterns, and the right conditions for heavy snowfall in some 
parts of the world.  While northern regions were covered in 
ice, Florida remained ice-free and became home to many 
animals that later went extinct.  That helps make sense of 
why Florida has so many Ice Age fossils. Mammoths, 
mastodons, giant sloths, horses, and other animals were not 
“prehistoric creatures from a world before man.”  They were 
part of the post-Flood world.  They spread out after the 
Flood, lived during the Ice Age, and many eventually disappeared because of climate change, habitat 
shifts, hunting, disease, competition, or some combination of factors. 
 
Apart from fascinating fossils, Florida is known for its many sinkholes, caves, springs, disappearing 
streams, and huge groundwater systems because so much of the state sits on limestone.  Water 
dissolves limestone.  Over time, underground cavities form.  Sometimes the ground collapses into 
those cavities, creating sinkholes. Springs pour out where groundwater finds its way back to the 
surface. 
 
This is another reminder that geology does not stop after the Flood.  The Flood laid down and 
reshaped huge portions of the earth’s surface, but the post-Flood world remained extremely active.  
Water kept moving.  Rivers adjusted.  Coastlines changed.  Sea levels rose and fell.  Limestone 
dissolved.  Caves formed.  Springs developed.  Sinkholes opened.  Florida is full of that kind of post-
Flood action. 
 

http://www.sciencepartners.net/
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So when we look at Florida’s coasts, reefs, 
keys, beaches, and marine terraces, we are not 
just looking at “slow and gradual change over 
millions of years.”  We are looking at a 
landscape that may preserve evidence of Flood 
retreat, post-Flood adjustment, Ice Age sea-
level change, and modern coastal processes 
all layered together. 
 
Florida is not a simple one-event landscape.  It 
is more like a layered story.  There is Flood 
history here.  There is post-Flood history here.  
There is Ice Age history here.  There is modern 
reworking happening even now. 
 
The mistake would be to look at Florida and 
say, “Well, it is flat, so there is not much 
geology here.”  No way. 
 
Florida has marine fossils underfoot.  It has 
limestone beneath the surface. It has rivers full 
of fossil gravel.  It has sinkholes opening into 

hidden cavities.  It has springs flowing out of underground aquifers.  It has phosphate deposits packed 
with clues from the past.  It has beaches and keys shaped by changing sea levels.  It has Ice Age 
animals buried in its sediments. 
 
Florida may not have the drama of the Grand Canyon, but it has its own powerful testimony.  The 
Grand Canyon tells the story loudly, with cliffs and layers and mile-deep erosion.  Florida tells it 
quietly, through fossils, limestone, springs, and sand. 
 
But both remind us of the same truth: the earth has a history, and that history is not disconnected 
from the Bible.  The world we see today is not the world as it was originally created.  It has been 
shaped by creation, corruption, catastrophe, and restoration. It has been shaped by life and death, 
water and sediment, judgment and mercy. 
 
So being here in Florida has been a good reminder for me that sometimes the most interesting 
geology is not the kind towering above you.  Sometimes it is the kind beneath your sandy feet. 
 

Plan a 2026-2027 Creation Adventure for Your Group! 
 

JOIN BILL & MERILEE CLIFTON, creationists, authors, Florida 
Master Naturalists, and science educators, as we look for God’s great 
design in nature.  For details such as minimum and maximum 
numbers, costs, destinations, and more, each event has a dedicated 
web page at www.sciencepartners.net under the “Creation Field 

Trips” or “Creation Workshops” tabs.  Creation 

Adventures information / registration forms are linked to “Open” 
event dates at www.sciencepartners.net/calendar.html.  Contact 
Merilee Clifton if you have questions or you’d like to schedule a 

Creation Adventure for your group. 
 
 

http://www.sciencepartners.net/
http://www.sciencepartners.net/
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2026-2027 Creation Adventures: FIELD TRIPS 
 

CENTRAL FLORIDA HABITATS:  Our first stop is Blue Spring State Park, home to hammock, marsh, swamp, and 
flatwoods habitats.  We will cruise the St. Johns River and enjoy a fully narrated 
introduction to the wildlife and vegetation of this fragile ecosystem!  We’ll test river 
water for temperature, salinity, and turbidity; dip, collect, and identify marine 
specimens; and keep a look out for manatees, gators, otters, snakes, deer, bears, 
turtles, birds, and more.  We’ll have the opportunity to earn a birding certificate from 
Florida Fish and Wildlife.  On a boardwalk hike along Blue Spring Run, we’ll look for 
manatees.  Then, we’re off to Lyonia Preserve where we will hike into a scrub habitat 
looking gopher tortoises and one of Florida’s most threatened birds, the Florida scrub-
jay.  We’ll learn about plants and animals created specifically for the scrub habitat.  
We’ll end with a visit to Lyonia Environmental Center.   

 

CREATIONIST GUIDE TO SEAWORLD:  Mr. Clifton, former head of SeaWorld 
Orlando’s Education Department, knows his way around the park and will provide a unique 
and fascinating perspective of SeaWorld as we learn about the sea and the animals that 
live in it.  Did you ever wonder why marine mammals have tails that move up and down 
instead of side to side like fish?  Or why they are born tail first instead of head first like 
land mammals?  Find answers to these questions and more exploring SeaWorld from a 
creationist viewpoint!  After creation tour, you may stay on your own until the park closes.   
  

FLORIDA’S WATER SYSTEMS:  At Canaveral National Seashore, we’ll begin with an orientation, beach walk/clean 
up, and “BINGOcean” scavenger hunt at this saltwater ecosystem.  After our picnic 
lunch, we will wade into the Indian River Lagoon’s 
brackish water environment with seining nets.  Our 
Capture & Release permit allows us to study the 
marine specimens we catch and return them to the 
water.  On previous trips, we have caught fish, 
shrimp, crabs, seahorses, jellyfish, puffer fish, 
horseshoe crabs, stingrays, and more!  Sometimes 
we see dolphins and manatees.  Our last stop is the 

St. Johns River where we’ll observe the plant and animal life of this freshwater habitat 
from an airboat.  Watch for gators, eagles, turtles, and more!   
 

FOR THE BIRDS:  Join us as we focus on Florida birds at Orlando Wetlands.  On 
this “Introduction to Birding” field trip, we will learn how birds were specifically 
designed by their Creator to do what they do.  We’ll cover the basics of birding:  how 
to use binoculars, how to use a field guide, and how to identify birds.  Then, we will 
take a nature walk observing birds (and possibly other animals) in the wild.  We’ll 
have the opportunity to earn a birding certificate from Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission and also learn how to continue earning advanced birding 
certificates on our own.  Our day will include information on birding resources, how 
to start a bird “life list,” where to see birds around Florida, bird crafts, and more! 
 

MANATEE SNORKEL ENCOUNTER:   We’ll focus on “Florida’s Gentle Giant” - 
the West Indian Manatee.  We’ll meet at the dive shop in Crystal River.  Then, outfitted 
with wetsuits, masks, and snorkels, we will take a pontoon boat ride in search of 
manatees and join them in the crystal clear, spring-fed waters of King’s Bay.  During 
our manatee encounter, we’ll observe these sociable mammals “up close and personal” 
in their natural habitat.  After lunch, we’ll head for Homosassa Springs State Wildlife 
Park, a showcase for native Florida wildlife including alligators, snakes, deer, Florida 
black bear, bobcats, otter, Florida panthers, manatees, birds including endangered 
whooping cranes.  After our “Wildlife Walk,” you may stay in the park until it closes. 

 

ST. AUGUSTINE – FLORIDA HISTORY TOUR:  Our tour of St. Augustine, our nation’s oldest city begins at the 
Fountain of Youth, a National Archaeological Park.  We’ll see the Spring House, the Discovery Globe, Navigators 
Planetarium, Timucuan Village of Seloy, and canon firing (based on availability).  Then, we’re off to the historic downtown 
district.  Group activities downtown include Colonial Kids where we’ll learn about St. Augustine kids in colonial times; a 
fully-narrated Red Train Tour of dozens of historic sites.  On our own, we have the option of a self-guided visit to Castillo 
de San Marcos to explore 300 years of Florida history in this unique national monument.  And we’ll explore historic St. 
George Street, stepping back in time to see the Huguenot Cemetery, the City Gate, and the Oldest Wooden Schoolhouse 
in the USA along with unique shopping opportunities.   

http://www.sciencepartners.net/
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2026-2027 Creation Adventures: Workshops 
 

THE BEAR ESSENTIALS:  What is a bear?  Where do bears live around the 
world?  Could they be living in your neighborhood?  We’ll look at the eight bear 
species of the world in general, and then we’ll focus on our own Florida Black 
Bear.  This bear is our state's largest mammal.  Through a variety of activities 
including a teaching time, crafts, and a game, we will learn bear anatomy and 
physiology, behavior, seasonal activities and movement, life cycles, habitat 
requirements, and limiting factors.  We’ll see bear skulls, claws, tracks, fur, scat, 
and more as well as learn ecological concepts to help us understand how our 
actions impact the Florida Black Bear’s survival.  We will learn to “Be Bear Aware.” 
 

THE HEAVENS DECLARE:   At our “out of this world” workshop, we’ll compare and contrast the biblical 
and secular worldviews of astronomy.  Topics include astronomy versus 
astrology, astronomy in the Bible, the earth, moon, stars, constellations, 
meteors, planets, our Solar System, galaxies, and the universe.  Mr. Clifton 
will present a fascinating astronomy program, and we will make astronomy 
crafts.  The highlight of this workshop will be an exciting astronomy 
presentation in the StarLab, a portable planetarium.  PLEASE NOTE: This 
workshop is best suited for ages 5 and up.  The presentation inside the 
StarLab is not suitable for preschoolers. 
 

HIDDEN KINGDOM – INSECTS & ARACHNIDS:  Buzz on by as we learn 
about the "Hidden Kingdom" of insects, spiders, and other creepy things!  You’ll 
be bug-eyed when you see preserved specimens of the world’s longest insect, 
the world's heaviest insect, the insect with the largest eyes, and more!  Learn 
about the butterfly and its life cycle – from egg to caterpillar to chrysalis to 
butterfly.  Do butterflies grow?  How do they smell things?  Do they migrate?  
What is "metamorphosis?"  What does the Bible say about metamorphosis?  
Discover much about creepy crawlies during our teaching time, by playing a 
game, viewing a short video, and making creepy, crawly crafts.   
 

MARINE SCIENCE – A SEA OF EVIDENCE:   Can a male sea animal give birth?  
Are there fish that actually have their own lighting systems?  What sea animal has eyes 
as big as soccer balls?  Mr. Clifton will share with us his knowledge of the sea and its 
awesome creatures.  We’ll enjoy a fascinating visual presentation / teaching time, see 
marine artifacts (shark jaw, megalodon tooth, horseshoe crab, stingray barbs, and more!), 
and participate in a game and crafts to reinforce what we learn about the sea. 
 

NOAH’S ARK AND THE WORLDWIDE FLOOD:  The story of Noah’s 
ark and the worldwide flood has been told for centuries with variations in 
cultures all over the world.  Is this story really true?  Could one man build a 
floating wooden structure that big?  How could all the animals fit on the ark?  
What about dinosaurs?  Did the flood destroy every living thing?  Was it global 
or just local?  Where did the flood waters come from - and where did they go?  
Is there any evidence of a worldwide flood?  What about fossils?  How are 
they formed?  What can we learn from them?  And what does all this mean 
to me today?  Find answers to these and other questions during this workshop 
that includes a teaching time, artifacts including a scale model of the ark and fossils, crafts, and a game. 

 

DINOSAURS, Dragons, and fossils:  Are dinosaurs and dragons 
mentioned in the Bible?  Did they live along with man or did they die out “millions 
of years ago”?  Why did they become extinct?  Are they all extinct?  What can we 
really know about them?  Mr. Clifton will share surprising information about 
dinosaurs and dragons with us.  We’ll also learn about dinosaurs through a game 
and crafts.  We'll see actual fossils of dinosaurs and other animals, learn how 
fossils form, and much more! 

http://www.sciencepartners.net/
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Senior Adult Ministry by Bill Clifton 

 

While serving on church staff at First Baptist Church of Altamonte Springs, 
Bill developed a special desire to minister to, entertain, challenge, and 
spiritually engage older adults.  He does this through leading group singing 
of the old Gospel hymns accompanied by his banjo Harriette, storytelling, 
and Biblical devotions.   
 
Some of the churches Bill has ministered to are Downtown Baptist Church, 
Orlando Baptist Church, Lockhart Baptist Church, and First Baptist Church of 
Altamonte Springs – although being a Baptist is not a requirement!  ☺   
 
Bill and his wife Merilee look forward to using their gifts and talents with your 
senior adult luncheons or other gatherings.  Contact us if you love to sing the 
old Gospel hymns, laugh ‘til you cry, and reflect on God’s Word. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.”  
Proverbs 17:22 
 
 

“Give thanks to the LORD with the banjo; 
make melody to him with the instrument of five strings.” 
Psalm 33:2 (Clifton Version) 
 
 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with singing.” 
Psalm 100:1-2 
 

 

For more information or to have Bill share at your event, 

 contact Bill or Merilee Clifton at 407-808-4458 or info@sciencepartners.net. 
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